Valuable Venison
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1 And it came to pass, when Isaac had become old, and his eyes dimmed from seeing, that

he summoned Esau, his older son, and said to him, “My son.” And he said to him, “Here
I am.” 2 And he said, “See, now, I have aged; | know not the day of my death.\3 Now sharpen,
if you please, your gear — your sword and your bow — and go out to the field and hunt game
for me 4 Then make me delicacies such as I love and bring it to me and I will eat, so that my
soul may bless you before I die.”

5 Now Rebecca was listening as Isaac spoke to Esau his son; and Esau went to the field to
hunt game to bring. ¢ But Rebecca had said to Jacob her son, saying, “Behold 1 heard your father
speaking to your brother Esau saying, 7 ‘Bring me some game and make me delicacies to eat,
and | will bless you in the presence of HASHEM before my death.’ 8 So now, my son, heed my
voice to that which I command you. ® Go now to the flock and fetch me from there two
choice young kids of the goats, and | will make of them delicacies for your father, as he loves.
10 Then bring it to your father and he shall eat, so that he may bless you before his death.”

Rashi comments:
22X DYV T DYDY ) — 27N WK
As he loves — for the taste of goat meat is like the taste of

T
yenison.

/s R.Tzadok HaCohen questions: If the meat of domestic livestock 7
tasted the same as deer, why did Esav exert so much effort in hunt-
ing venison? He could have easily prepared a domestic animal for

. Yitzchak, an act involving far less effort. As emphasized by Rashi, /,

\Yit.(chak could not taste the difference in the meat.
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3-4. Isaac wanted Esau to earn the blessing by performing

the commandment of honoring his father. Isaac sent Esau
‘out to the field to hunt, so as to make the task more arduoug
{and therefore the mitzvah more meritorious (Alshich).
Isaac’s wish for food was to satisfy his bodily appetite so

that physical need would not interfere with

his spiritual bliss.

/The prophetic spirit can rest only upon someone who is ina

state of joy (Shabbos 30b), which implies satisfaction of all
one’s needs (Lekach Tov, see Ramban).

Because Esau had a tendency to bloodshed and the indul-
gence of his voracious physical appetites, Isaac wanted him
to turn those traits to the service of God, by hunting to bring
food to his father whose table was like an altar, and preparing
the food through kosher slaughter (Ne'os HaDesheh).
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4. opyvn S nwy — And make me delicacies. He asked for savory food that _(Esau |
should occupy himself with 2 123, filial honor, (and be worthy) that the blessing be
effective, for even though he did not recognize Esau's great wickedness, nonetheless he
did not feel him worthy to receive the blessing that he had in mind to give him. Because
of this, when he blessed Jacob later (before he left for Haran) he did not request hi‘m to
bring savory food, but blessed him at once, saying 3K 7120 10 YK, And God Almighty
bless you (28:3), for he knew that he was worthy to be blessed.
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Furthermore, the Midrash Rabbah (67:2) comments on the pasuk (Bereishis
27:33), ¥n Yary—I partook of all, that Yitzchak meant to say, “I have eaten of all the
}» delicacies that were created during the six days of Creation and of all the delicacies]‘
{

that are intended for the World to Come.” Again, why the emphasis on delicious
food? It is especially difficult to reconcile this talk of food with the words of the
Ramban, who writes (ibid. 24:1) that the word Ys—all, when relating to the Avos,
always has an esoteric and mystical connotation. It certainly does not relate to the
delicious food of this world.

Perhaps the sweetness that a tzaddik tastes when he eats is the sweet taste of
kedushah (holiness) that he detects in the food. When it says (ibid. 25:28), ansn
TB2 T8 * Wy ny ppy—Yitzchak loved Eisav because game was in his mouth, it may
mean that Yitzchak was able to taste a special kedushah in the food that Eisav

’# offered him. Eisav excelled in the mitzvah of kibbud av, and Yitzchak could actually
sense his son’s exceptional dedication to this mitzvah in the very dishes that Eisav
prepared for him.

W Eisav's exceptional kibbud av is pointed out by Chazal (Midrash Rabbah 65:16)
on the words (Bereishis 27:15), nmna .awy *1a—Eisav’s treasured garments. Eisav
had special garments that he wore specifically when serving his father. Rabbi
Shimon ben Gamliel exclaimed, “All my life I have worked at honoring my father,
yet I have never honored him to even one hundredth of the degree with which Eisav
honored his father Yitzchak. For when I would serve my father I would wear soiled
garments, but when I would go out into the marketplace I would dress in clean
clothes, whereas Eisav would don garments of rovalty when serving his father.” This

GP he did even though Yitzchak was blind and COMEMS Eisav was

wearing, Eisav honored his father so much—even in the privacy of his heart—that

o when fulfilling the mitzvah of kibbud av, he wore treasured garments originating

" from Gan Eden (see Rashi 27:27). As a result of his reverence for his father, the food

Eisav served Yitzchak was infused with holiness, These were the sweet delicacies
that Yitzchak so cherished.

Even though Yitzchak knew that Yaakov was a tzaddik who sat and studied
Torah while Eisav was an outdoorsman, Yitzchak thought that Eisav was worthy
of the blessing because of the great kedushah that he sensed in the food that Eisggg

repared for him. Rivkah, however, wished to convey to Yitzchak that Eisav was an
imposter, fooling his father into thinking that he was tzaddik, while in reality being
unworthy of the blessing, She wanted to show Yitzchak that his belief in Eisav was
based on the single mitzvah that Eisav kept, and that in reality he was bereft of any

# gteat stature or holiness, She wanted to prove to Yitzchak that Eisav was like the

chazir, which flaunts its one and only sign of kashrus—split hooves—to show that it
is a kosher animal, even though in reality it is the epitome of impurity.

D\ ‘Therefore, Rivkah told Yaakov (ibid. 27:8), 7nx njgn "% WK? *vp2a yav 33 npy)—Now
my son, listen to me, concerning that which I command you. By heeding his mother's
wishes, Yaakov would fulfill the mitzvah of kibbud eim. The food he prepared
would thereby be infused with the taste of the kedushah derived from kibbud eim.
Consequently, Yitzchak could be easily fooled to think that Yaakov was Eisav. And
that was Rivkah’s goal: to impress upon Yitzchak how easily he could be fooled, so
that he would realize how Eisav had fooled him all along.

Indeed, when Yaakov said (ibid. 27:12), *2y *nxam) yRynns vy *nmig) "a8 uwn oo
n912 ’Y) nYop—"Perhaps my father will touch me and I shall be as an imposter in his
eyes; I will thus bring upon myself a curse rather than a blessing,” Rivkah responded
(ibid, 27:13), *% np 7] *Yp2 yaw 8 12 I079p *2y—Your curse shall be on me, my son; only
heed my voice and go fetch them for me.” She meant to say, “If you heed my voice and
fetch for me, you will be doing the mitzvah of kibbud eim. Your father will not sense

~that you are an imposter, because he will taste in the food the exact same ‘taste’ of
kibbud av va'eim that was present in the food that Eisav would serve him.”

Perhaps this is what Yaakov meant when he said (ibid. 27:19), 7753 Wy *5i— Tt is ],
Eisav your firstborn.” Was this a lie? Perhaps Yaakov was saying, “I have the middah
of Eisav. Through my fulfillment of the mitzvah of kibbud eim, my food has acquired
the same kedushah that you love.”

When Eisav returned, it says (ibid. 27:33), & R0y % "W8°1 ke 19 %13 1790 pUY: 100
<y Wwo—Yitzchak trembled greatly, and he said, “Who—wherefore—is he, the one who
hunted game?” Yitzchak meant that despite the fact that the one who brought the

food came in deceit, Yon Yax)—I partook of all-I sensed the Y, the great holiness >
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..in order that my soul will bless you... (Bereishis 27:4)

en Yitzchak was instructing his son Eisav to prepare
Wlf:‘ood for him, he informed Eisav that this would be in order
that my soul (nefesh) will bless you. Why did Yitzchak mention his
nefesh here?

To understand this, we need to gain a better understanding of
what a brachah is. For Yitzchak to bless his son, he would have
to uplift and connect his soul to the Source of blessing, much in
the way that Rav Chaim of Volozhin describes heartfelt zefillah
in his Nefesh Hachaim.® The teaching that prayers have replaced
sacrifices nowadays is not pithy hyperbole. It is a real comparison.

(It means that just as a sacrifice sees the very nefesh, or essence, %

z&an animal offered up on the Mizbe'ach, so, too, in prayer do we
offer up our very selves in connecting with Hashem. Furthermore,
the speech of a person is called his nefesh; it distinguishes human
beings from the animals, This is what we offer to Him in prayer -

our faculty of speech, The same can be said for a brachah. When
Yitzchak was giving his brachah to his son, he had to elevate

~/ his nefesh such that he could bring down and bestow Heavenly

blessing here on earth,

e 'The Ksav V'Hakabbalah adds that it was for this reason that
Yitzchak told Eisav to bring food from the field. Yitzchak was
not referring to any field, but rather to the field, Har Hamoriah,

’k the place where Heaven touches earth, so to speak, and where

_the portal to all prophecy and blessing is to be found. Although
Yaakov ultimately did not bring food from this special field, since
he was wearing the clothes of Adam Harishon, the sweet, spiritual
smell generated the equivalent spiritual springboard to facilitate
Yitzchak’s blessing.’”

The above helps us understand the true depth of a blessing, And
we can apply it readily in the realm of tefillah by seeing tefillah less
as a daily ritual and more as an opportunity to focus ourselves
and harness our strengths to connect our souls to Hashem.
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nd exalted spiritual element that was present in the food. Yitzchak now realized |

that it is possible to infuse the great sanctity of kibbud av into food. even if a person” Yitzchak emphasizes that all of Esav’s actions should be directed

comes in deceit, As such, no longer did he have proof that Eisav was a great man. He ¢4 his father. It was because the food was prepared for the mitzvah of
<

realized that just as the spiritual taste in the delicacies he had eaten had fooled him ® hQnouring his father that it would contain the desired taste, the taste
eeregarding Yaakov, it had fooled him in the same way all along regarding Eisav.

Upon understanding this, Yitzchak concluded (ibid.), mp 713 v3—He [Yaakov]
shall remain blessed.
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needed for Yitzchak to bless his son. The beloved 192 T'¥ was due
tQ the meticulous and beautiful nature of the action, which was an
expression of Esav’s reverence for his father. However, the taste is
conditional on the reason for exerting the necessary effort. Esav had
to do it “*9” — solely for the sake of this mitzvah. It was this which

j‘ transformed the food from a piece of meat into the higher realm
called nmyvn, delicacies.

Ya’akov, in following his mother’s instructions, would be
performing the mitzvah of honouring his mother. It is this mitzvah
which would inculcate the desired taste into the meat. The meat
brought by Ya’akov would have that same taste of DX1 2 123 as
the meat brought by Esav. As stated by Rashi, the types of meat
did not have a different taste. Yitzchak loved Esav’s meat because

{ of the 2K T127 it involved. If meat was prepared by Ya’akov solely
in_response to Rivkah’s command, the food would have the same
flavour, and Yitzchak would love it.

King Shlomo states, 31¥T 3277 92 — “In all our actions we

eating, drinking, sleeping. However, from this episode we learn the
secret of how to infuse holiness into every aspect of our lives. If
2*‘ we eat, drink and sleep only to enable us to serve God, each deed is
elevated, for it has DYV, reason. DYV gives taste. Our lives will be
Ailled with a taste that is lacking in the lives of people who do not
live in this purposeful manner. V
This principle is realised when we observe the Sabbath. The
rention of the Sabbath conjures up images of a family enjoying a
meal together on that day which is a culmination of the week. It is
a day that is savoured. The gaping hole present in the lives of those
who do not observe the Sabbath is unimaginable. Life holds a banal
quality as each day passes like every other. Their existence lacks the
sublime DY, taste, which the Sabbath infuses into our lives.
~v However, the quality of the Sabbath must be carried into the
week. If we do every action with a purpose, with‘the intention of serv-
ing God, we give a DYV, a taste to life unimag'ginable to one who does
nat live in this manner. It is meaning that rﬁ'aké:s life so beautiful.
Fulfilling the dictum of 31y 7977 Y23, knowing Him in all our
ways, makes us appreciate the beauty of our lives and thus brings
love to every action. As a result, it brings us to love Him Who gives
the commandments that fill our days. The formula to achieve the
sublime level of 11 N2 — “love of God,” then, is to perform every

action with intent. Life will then be blissful indeed!

\ < SO 2237 1) YR "R DY DRwa
The heavens belong to God, but the earth is man’s dominion.®

M The Chiddushei HaRim states that the earth was given over to
mankind. We are given the earth to elevate it into D"V, to trans-
form it into spirituality. It is throgglifnfusing our every action with
holiness that life becomes no longer mundane, but rather takes on
a beauty and excitement unfortunately unknown to many. With this
appreciation we will attain a level of "1 n2iX, loving Him Who gives
us lives of beauty, lives of meaning.

oy niwy K inik 973% e 1t - And, in any case, that which [Isaac] said regarding
blessing [Esau] only after he would prepare delicacies for him  miya 7w nhxT Yo wpK -
was not meant as a reward for the eating of the delicacies, or as a kind of inducement to
provide them for him. nx¥ya Ny Wa IWR iWwna manw 1w nirb nyt bax ~ Rather, [Isaac]
wanted to receive benefit from [Esau] at this time so that “his soul would become bound up
with his soul”®® at the time of this benefit, n%w yiv7) xb% yoma inix 7997 - so that [Isaacl
would be able to bless [Esau] with full desire and complete favor. amx 3w y1iv mgw N
WP M Yy S mnips nyzynn nowg s — Alternatively: [Isaac] knew that after eating |
Lhis soul would become content and joyous, and that as a result the Holy Spirit would rest !
upon him, i1 7 Yoy WIn AN 1A T A °% np oYy 1avs — as the concept found in the
words of the prophet Elisha, who said, “And now, bring me a musician.” And it happened that

as the musician played, the spirit of Hasuey descended upon him, i.e., upon Elisha (II Kings
3:15).
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he Shulchan Aruch says that the mitzvah of birkas
Kohanim is to take place every single day. The Rema

(Orach Chazm 128: 44) says that the custom in_chutz
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see him in this way when he blessed him. The savage craft of hunting
. must be elevated and used for exalted humane purposes. For it seems that
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tools of your trade to perform an act of kindness for someone, to restore
.Jythe strength of an old man. I want you to experience how good it feels
7 to use one’s own strength and skill to bring pleasure to another.
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